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REAG QUARTERLY
NEWSLETTER
Welcome to the next installment of the REAG Newsletter. The last few months have proven
the UCLA Real Estate community is resilient despite the challenges of virtual communication
and connection. Since our last newsletter, we have held virtual discussions with industry
leaders including Stewart Resnick, Thomas McCarthy, and Victor Coleman, hosted a
hospitality roundtable, and have seen Bruins continue to make strides, including new jobs
and promotions.
We look forward to continuing to connect with our fellow Bruins so as always, please contact
us and let us know if you have news to share about yourself or a fellow Bruin!

BRUIN SPOTLIGHT

Rachael Lewis
Rachael Lewis, UCLA BA ‘12 and REAG board member recently joined JLL’s debt and equity
placement team as a Director in its Los Angeles office. Rachael has extensive experience
sourcing funds from the debt and equity markets, with a historical focus on structured finance.
She joins JLL from George Smith Partners, where she was a Vice President responsible for
arranging more than $2 billion worth of total project capitalizations. Prior to that, Rachael
worked for a buyside advisory firm focused on net-leased properties, where she served as an
Acquisitions Advisor, advising clients on more than $400 million of commercial acquisitions,
namely in the retail and industrial sectors. Read more here.

HOSPITALITY ROUNDTABLE
In late-August, a group of members held a roundtable for hospitality industry professionals to
discuss the state of the market, near-term outlook, and strategies for managing through the
coming turbulence. The candid conversation was at times painful, but bright spots on the
horizon were discussed, including adaptive reuse and transactions closing amidst never
before seen market conditions. Read more here.

COMING SOON

Llewllyn
Llewllyn is a soon to be delivered 318-unit apartment development in Chinatown, led by Alex
Valente (MBA ‘13) of Trammell Crow Company. The project has incorporated hospital-grade
air filtration systems in the building lobby in a nod to pandemic era design thinking. More
information on the project and its forward thinking design can be found here.

IN THE NEWS

Mesa West’s Danielle Duenas on Lending
Through Her First Market Downturn
For many young professionals, the COVID-19 crisis represents their first market downturn,
as well as a screeching halt to an elongated bull run. Seemingly overnight, there was a
palpable shift from a hyper-competitive debt market to an uncharted territory, where only the
most intrepid of financiers dared to tread.
As one of the original debt funds, Mesa West Capital has already lived through the global
financial crisis, transacting successfully and coming out the other side. As such, Danielle
Duenas is glad to have the experience and guidance of its principals, Jeff Friedman and
Mark Zytko, as a compass during this unprecedented time. Continue reading here.

BOARD APPLICATIONS

REAG Board Kickoff meeting held in January 2020

Interested in planning and organizing REAG events?
Want to help shape the future of the REAG?
Join our REAG Board!

Apply Now

POKER TOURNAMENT
On Thursday August 20th, the Endowment Circle hosted its annual Poker Tournament.
Unlike previous years where participants gathered and snacked on Bay Cities sandwiches,
this was a virtual tournament where they played from home using a web app and imbibed on
High West Whiskey courtesy of the Endowment Circle. Austin Richter bluffed his way to the
top prize and he was followed by Ronnie Gul and Alex Valente.

BRUIN NOTES
Natalie Greenberg (MBA ‘10) joined MJW Investments as Chief Operating Officer
Rachael Lewis (BA ‘12) joined JLL Capital Markets as a Director
Mark Davidson (BA ‘94) joined MetLife Investment Management’s Loan Asset Management
group
Katie Cettie Steinberg (MBA ‘18, MURP ‘18) was promoted to Senior Manager, Strategy and
Operations at AECOM Hunt
Elinor Eizdi (BA '08, MBA/JD ‘12) welcomed a baby girl to their family in October
Have news to share? Send your professional and persional updates with us!
Email Peter Saephanh

PAST EVENTS

Victor Coleman

Tom McCarthy

Stewart Resnick

Hudson Pacific Properties

McCarthy & Cook

The Wonderful Company

Jeffrey Prang

Stanley Iezman

LA County Assessor

American Realty Advisors

Catch up on our past events here!

UPCOMING EVENTS
11/12/20 - A Conversation with Peter Linnenman, Principal and Founder of Linneman
Associates

REAG SPONSORS
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